ever existed in a ruder state than that in which this com-
pany presented it. The Drolls of Bartholomew Fair were
hardly so far below the legitimate drama, as they were above
that of Rowland Dixon; for the Drolls were written compo-
sitions: much ribaldry might be, and no doubt was, inter-
polated as opportunity allowed or invited; but the main
dialogue was prepared. Here, on the contrary, there was no
other preparation than that of frequent practice. The stock
pieces were founded upon popular stories or ballads, such
as Fair Rosamond, Jane Shore, and Bateman, who hanged
himself for love; with scriptural subjects for Easter and
Whitsun-week, such as the Creation, the Deluge, Susannah
and the Elders, and Nebuchadnezzar or the Fall of Pride.
These had been handed down from the time of the old
mysteries and miracle-plays, having, in the progress of time
and change, descended from the monks and clergy to be-
come the property of such managers as Powel and Rowland
Dixon. In what manner they were represented when thus
Fallen, fallen, fallen, fallen,
Fallen from their high estate,
may be imagined from a play-bill of Queen Anne's reign, in
which one of them is thus advertised:
'At Crawlcy's Booth, over against the Crown Tavern in
Smithfield, during the time of Bartholomew Fair, will be
presented a little Opera, called the Old Creation of the
World, yet newly revived; with the addition of Noah's flood.
Also several fountains playing water during the time of the
play. The last scene does present Noah and his family
coming out of the Ark, with all the beasts two and two, and
all the fowls of the air seen in a prospect sitting upon trees.
Likewise over the Ark is seen the Sun rising in a most
glorious manner. Moreover, a multitude of Angels will be
seen in a double rank, which presents a double prospect,
one for the Sun, the other for a palace, where will be seen
six Angels, ringing of bells. Likewise machines descend
from above, double and treble, with Dives rising out of Hell,
and Lazarus seen in Abraham's bosom; besides several
figures dancing jigs, sarabands and country dances, to the
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